j8                              C/ESAR    IS    DEAD

Parthian War."   Taverners thinking of the wine that would
splash in the gutters when the veterans returned.

In the attics of the tenement the half-starved labourer
pleading with his sick wife. "Don't worry. Haven't you
heard that Caesar means to divert the Tiber? Therell be
lots of work then."

Land-estate agents furtively buying up land around the
Vatican Hills, "If the Tiber's diverted, the Field of Mars
will be built over, and the Vatican Field will be needed
for public buildings. We'll be able to get our own price
for it."

Engineers in their offices debating over the plans for
draining the Fucine Lake* Good farming land would be
reclaimed* More unemployed could be settled there. Then
there was the canal to Tarracina,

Crowds besieging the unemployment bureaus, scanning the
lists on the Forum pillars, scared that they'll lose their dole
of corn; squabbling in the tenement*? where the bailiffs
were making inquiries to sift out the poor with no resources
from those with means* Clamouring at the emigration offices,
Caesar had planned colonies all round the Mediterranean:
in the corn-growing areas, at the points where mercantile
contacts were essential.

"But my cousin who's a sailor told me lt*s so cold in the
Crimea your toes drop off, and a man has to make water down
his trouser-leg***

Caesar. Everywhere the name was heard. Caesar. Bles-
sings or curses, all arguments returned to Caesar. All hopes
or fears depended on what Cassar did. The banker looking
with dull eyes out of his cool offices in the Exchange and
reckoning the effect of Caesar's departure on the loan rate;
the girls in the lupanar hoping for a Triumph and a city-full
of riotous soldiers crammed with money; the lawyer indignant
that the dictatorship has severed the courts from politics;
the capitalists terrified of communist legislation and yet
pleased to see new markets of exploitation opened up; the
populace, angry and hopeful at the suggestion of work,
taking of new shows* demanding free rents and cancelled
3E^Q3rtgages~aM were looking to Caesar, dictator of Rome and
the worid.